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Book Reviews

Grace Finds Wings: A Journey in Song
by Jill Miller. Franklin, TN: Carpenter’s Son Publishing, 2014. 173 pp.
$15.00. ISBN 9781940262420
Reviewed by Cynthia Hammell, Professional Librarian, Highland Park, NJ
The purpose of this autobiographical account by Christian singer/songwriter Jill
Miller is to explain how God inspired her to write her songs. It is also to show that
God’s grace and faithfulness are present in our situations, even when we don’t see
it right away. God brought the author through infertility, divorce, raising a special
needs son, and other struggles many women face. Miller is very honest about her life
story. She discusses the need for a community of believers to encourage each other
and share burdens in difficult times, and also the need for rest. She quotes Matthew
11:28-30 from the Message:
Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come, get away with me and
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and
work with me – watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t
lay anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn
to live freely and lightly. (The Message)
Miller was involved with music ministry for many years, but after reading The Purpose
Driven Life by Rick Warren, and with the support of John, her second husband, she
felt called to go into music full time. Grace Finds Wings is the title of her latest album.
Miller testifies to God’s grace in this time in her life, and that her adopted son who
was diagnosed with Asperger’s and ADHD is now a Marine and serving the Lord.
She says, “I believe with all my heart that we are called to share our stories because
we are all a part of God’s story” (p. 59).This is not a scholarly work, but it might have
a place in a library’s autobiography/biography or Christian living section.

The Hobbit Party: The Vision of Freedom That Tolkien Got,
and the West Forgot,
by Jonathan Witt and Jay W. Richards. San Francisco, CA: Ignatius Press.
2014. 232 pp. $17.00. ISBN 9781588178239
Reviewed by Robert Burgess, Digital Resources Librarian, Roberts Library,
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft.Worth,TX
J.R.R.Tolkien’s Middle Earth books and adapted films have captured the imaginations
of millions of people for nearly eighty years. His works have undergone many
criticisms and analysis over the years. This book analyzes how Tolkien’s politics, life
experiences, religion, and philosophy deeply affected the narrative of The Hobbit
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and The Lord of the Rings. Both of the authors have written extensively on politics
and economics. Along with being a former English professor, Jonathan Witt is also a
research and media fellow at the Acton Institute and a writer for the documentary
Poverty, Inc. Jay Richards is a business and economics professor at the Catholic
University of America. These scholars combine their love of Tolkien as well as their
political and economic studies in this book.
Much of the book focuses on Tolkien’s views on small government. The authors
use the laissez faire method of the Shire to express Tolkien’s ideal view of the role of
government. The different themes in this book also include greed, freedom, and just
war.The authors do a great job of using examples from the books and aligning them
with Tolkien’s own beliefs. They also analyze other books and essays on Tolkien’s
works in order to pull in different perspectives of his work. Although this is not a
biography of Tolkien, it does serve as a way to gain insight to his life experiences.
This book would be of interest to those who have read Tolkien’s books or at least
seen the movies. People who study political science and philosophy would be
interested in many of the chapters in this book. Tolkien scholars would also find
value in the critical examination of this work. Those interested in finding out how
his religious beliefs impacted his stories would find value in this book. It is written
with a general audience in mind; however, a few might struggle with the economic
and political terms in the book. This refreshing work serves as an enjoyable read for
all who wish to immerse themselves further into the lore of the Middle Earth saga.

Honoring the Generations: Learning with
Asian North American Congregations,
edited by M. Sydney Park, Soong-Chan Rah, and Al Tizon.Valley Forge, PA:
Judson Press, 2012. 206 pp. $19.99. ISBN 9780817017064
Reviewed by Elizabeth Pearson, Library Director, Montreat College, Montreat, NC
This book examines the cross-cultural and cross-generational issues in the Asian
North American (ANA) Christian community and offers practical and theological
resources for church leaders who manage those issues.This collection of essays grew
out of a 2009 gathering of ANA scholars and pastors at Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School (Deerfield, IL) on the state of ministries within ANA churches. Each chapter
is written by an academic and a practitioner as a means of integrating theological
insights with the practice of ministry. The editors are seminary professors and
each of the contributors has substantial experience in Asian-American ministries.
Credentials for the contributors are noted at the end of the book.
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